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ERNOP Research Snapshot 2026
Overview • Key Findings • Insights • Discussion[footnoteRef:1] [1:  This summary is meant to orient the discussions and support shared understanding of the landscape. Please use it to guide your reflections during the Meetup.
] 



1. What the Snapshot Covers
The ERNOP Research Snapshot maps the profiles, academic disciplines, philanthropy-related focus areas, and the main research questions guiding ERNOP’s institutional and associated members, meaning both European and some non-European research institutions. It also covers the philanthropic keywords and research interests that characterize ERNOP’s supporting members, which are organizations that work with practice, policy engagement, or knowledge exchange in the philanthropic sector. 

2. Key Findings at a Glance
Geographic Distribution
· Strong representation in Central and Western Europe (e.g. Germany, Netherlands, Switzerland and also in the South-West of Europe (e.g. Spain, Italy). 
· Weaker representation in East and South-East Europe, but a positive development over time in this area. Relatively weak representation also in the Nordic region. 
Research environments 
· Civil society research institutions: Departments and centers at universities with a broad research interest in matters related to civil society, of which philanthropy is considered just a sub-discipline. 
· Philanthropy research institutions: Research centers part of, or affiliated to, universities that either have a narrower interest in philanthropy or a broader definition of what philanthropy is. Often associated with philanthropic sector organizations or foundations. 
· Business/management research institutions: University/business school departments that focus on management, finance, marketing, and law of philanthropic organizations, sometimes similar to, or associated with, the academic discipline non-profit management.
· Applied science institutions: Departments with an interest in developing practices for philanthropic organizations, often connected to practice-oriented education in the field. 


3. Thematic patterns from the research questions
Theory of philanthropy: What is the role and purpose of philanthropy? What is the relationship between philanthropy and contemporary versions of capitalism, and how do they co-evolve, collaborate, or conflict? What are alternative imaginations, practices, and narratives of philanthropy that challenge dominant paradigms?
Society level themes: Why and how is philanthropic engagement related to socio-economic inequality? How have philanthropic gift-giving practices influenced the development of the welfare state? How have regulatory frameworks and political discourse shaped and constrained civic space for civil society organisations? 
Philanthropy promotion: How can NPOs and foundations/philanthropists improve their effectiveness and efficiency? What qualities and skills underlie successful fundraising? How can philanthropy unleash the potential of catalytic capital? How can nonprofit organizations retain their paid and unpaid workers? How should nonprofit organization design their marketing programs to increase prosocial and sustainable behaviour? 
Critical themes: What aspects of fundraising make beneficiaries particularly vulnerable? What role do elites of and in civil society play in governance structures? To what extent does philanthropy foster dependency or autonomy among civil society organisations, and how does it shape their socioeconomic and organisational models?
Philanthropic behavior: Who gives what, when, where, and why, and to what effect? Why do individuals want to work for nonprofit organizations? What motivates enterprising families to engage in philanthropic giving? What characterises young donors’ motivations, preferences, and giving behaviours, and how do these differ from those of other donor groups?
Area specific/topical themes: What is the position of diaspora philanthropy and volunteering in the global civil field? How do artist and cultural institutions put forward their requests for backing and protection of private patrons? How do community foundations and other forms of community philanthropy contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals at the local level? 

4. Insights & Implications
· Philanthropic research is performed in 47 different academic disciplines and several different types of research environments. 
· Philanthropy is by some seen as a part of a broader research field about civil society, while others consider philanthropy a broad research field that includes topics like volunteering, civic engagement, and pro-social behavior. 
· Some research is designed to serve the needs of the philanthropic sector and education about philanthropy, while some other research takes an outside view of philanthropy and its role in society (and many researchers do both). 
· Research on philanthropy is deeply rooted in national traditions, perspectives, resources, needs and motives – only few examples of research on cross-border giving or on philanthropy as an international phenomenon. 

5. Roundtable Discussion Questions
Balance & Orientation
· What does the distribution of academic disciplines and research themes tell you about European research on Philanthropy?
· The identified themes are collected from institutional and supporting members of ERNOP. Is there European research on philanthropy that is not represented here, perhaps other types of research in other academic disciplines? 
Collaboration
· What types of collaborations could and should ERNOP promote between all the types of member organizations in the Snapshot?
· Can you think of any concrete examples of ways that these member organizations (or some of them) could collaborate? Specifically, types of research collaborations that do not already exist. 
Geography & Inclusion
· What can ERNOP do to support and include research institutions in underrepresented areas (e.g. Eastern Europe, Nordic region)?
· What can be done for solitary researchers or small research groups in places and institutions not represented on the Snapshot? 
Development of Themes
· What are examples of developing research themes?
· Many existing themes are rooted in the history and context of the research institutions – how adaptive are they, or should they be? 
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