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Justice philanthropy is a concept that sits at the intersection of ethics, policy, power, and 
practice. It has been interpreted in diverse ways—sometimes as an effort to address structural 
inequality, sometimes as a shift toward participatory grantmaking, and at other times as a 

critique of philanthropy’s own role in reproducing injustice. This special issue of ERNOP Research 
Notes brings together a range of perspectives that reflect the complexity of this evolving field.

The selection of contributions follows three main lines of inquiry: foundational understandings, 
ethical and philosophical challenges, and practical applications. Together, they offer a framework 
for readers to engage with justice philanthropy not as a settled approach, but as an area of 
ongoing debate and experimentation.

Some articles examine the underlying structures that shape the field. Harding (2023) discusses 
how legal frameworks both constrain and enable justice-oriented giving, offering a lens that 
complements more normative discussions. Jackson’s (2005) historical account of social justice 
reveals how shifting definitions influence philanthropic priorities and practices. These pieces 
invite reflection on how justice is conceptualized and operationalized within philanthropy.

Other contributions focus on the tensions and dilemmas that emerge when philanthropy 
engages explicitly with justice. The article on reparative justice and discretionary giving, for 
example, raises questions about the role of individual agency versus systemic responsibility. 
Irfan’s (2023) analysis of neo-colonial dynamics in UK philanthropy highlights how power may be 
reconfigured but not necessarily redistributed. These discussions suggest that the pursuit of 
justice through philanthropy often involves navigating contradictions.

A third set of articles turns to practice. Case studies of higher education funding, community 
philanthropy, and sustainability governance illustrate how justice-oriented intentions take shape 
on the ground. These examples show both the potential and limitations of philanthropic models 
that seek to be more inclusive, accountable, or redistributive. They also demonstrate the 

importance of context, institutional design, and long-term relationships in shaping outcomes.

Rather than proposing a definitive model of justice philanthropy, this issue encourages critical 
engagement with its assumptions, tools, and effects. The articles provide different entry points 
for reflecting on how philanthropy relates to justice—as aspiration, as discourse, and as 
institutional practice. The aim is not to resolve these tensions, but to make them visible.
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